LADY'S CHAMBER
I did wait for a while on the landing: then, when the
lights went out, I went to the head of the stairs. The
front door was open then, and Harris must have seen
• me, although, of course, I couldn't see him. Though
I never heard him, he must have come up the stairs,
for the first I knew was that I was in his arms and
his hand was upon my mouth." She shuddered at
the memory, and I felt the blood of anger come into
my face. " The rest you can guess. He carried me
down the stairs and the length of the passage below.
Then he put me into that room and shut the door.
He never addressed me once, but when Uncle Herman
said something he laughed in his face."
"' Finding's keeping/ he said: and that was
aH.
" Of course, I was helpless. I didn't dare cry out, for
that would have brought you pelting into their net,
And Harris had posted Punter outside the door. I
knew when you found I was gone you'd do what you
could, but I couldn't see what you could do, for I was
in 'the power of the dog/ And then you—got
me out, John/'
" He should never huve left you/11 said. " He went
on when he should have stood still You see, he'd a
winning hand. He'd picked up a queen/'
Olivia laughed delightedly,
" Why, John," she said, " I thought you belonged
to the Stone Age. But primitive men don't say
pretty things like that/'
I got to my feet.
" Primitive men/' said I, " don't have pretty neigh-
bours like you. I tell you truly, Olivia, I'm ready to
dance and sing. The thought that you're lying there
safe ..."
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